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REPORT OF THC CIVIL AERQINAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigotion of en accident Involvang Aircraflt
During 2 Local Pleasure Fiipght

C

An accident vhich occurred apnroximately 2; mles wesl of Lhe Ilmicipal
Airport, Crete, Nebraska, about 4:30 p.m. con October 7, 1943, rasulted in
fatal injuries to Palot Normz Ruth Adams and her passenger, Frank Tugene
Spinar. Mass Adems, age 19, held ¢ commercial pilot certificate vath 2 sin-
gle-cngine land, 0-80 h.p. rating and had flovn cpproxatately 300 solo hwoure,
around 27 of which were in tne type of cireraflt involved. Spinar, age 1E,
was erployed &5 2 studenrt mechanic ot tne Crote Airport ena, although un-
certaficatea, had received some cual flight experience. The aircraft, @
Piper J5A, NC 38590, cuned by A. L. Johnson, Jr. and Il, D, Osturhout, Jr.,
was cemolished,

Maiss Adans secured clearance for & Zocal pleasurc flight and, cccompenied
by Sminar, took off from the Crete Ifunieipal Lirport cbout 4300 p.n. Vhen
they had {-aled to return by 6+00 p.i. an acrial searcn was made until dark,
Grouna searchers conlinucd looking for the arcraft tarcughout the night but
1t was not located antil chout 9:00 :.oa. the following doy vhen members
of tha Civil axrr Petrol sighted the reckase from the f1r. The plane had
struck the ground rose-first at cn angic of cpproxa ately 459 1n o corrlield
zbout 27 rales west of the cirpori., Tawre wre no knovm .ltnesses to the
accldznte

Txaminztion of the vreckage rovealed no evidence of failurc of eny part
of the aircraft vprior te the aceident cra the manny xn vhich the propeller
was brokaon iraicated tnat considerable porer 1as being ceveloped at the time
of 1mpzct. The weother was suitable for contoct £lasht. Ducl controls uere
1nstalled snd operative. It was not possille to determinc who vas flving
the plane et the time of the sccident.

Between 4:00 p.ri. and 4:30 p.n. ¢ farmer noarby obscrved o plan: answor-
g this onc s description excecuting simiated Jorcea l-ndirgs to corntop
hraight, followed efen time by stocp clirbang turns, He o 2d that he sxd not
observe the rircreft further as these meneuvers o(re & CoOMmon oCCUrrence 1n
this ncighborheoa, ncarby the cirport.

The probzble ccusc of thus zecxdenl was rot determained.
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